LEAGUE GUIDELINES
OBJECTIVES OF THE LEAGUE

1. To promote sportsmanship, goodwill and unity among players of the game of pool.

2. To offer rules, methods and procedures to enhance the sportsmanship of the game so it may be played in an organized, competitive manner.

3. To safeguard league funds through security regulations.

REGULATIONS AND RIGHTS

1. Upon acceptance of League fees, locations, teams and individuals shall be entitled to the rights of, and be subject to, League rules and regulations as established by the League.

2. To assure good sportsmanship, a team or individual may be expelled for unbecoming conduct, poor sportsmanship or any good reason considered detrimental to the League by the Charterholder.

3. Any parties so expelled may request a hearing from the League and the findings of the Charterholder shall be recognized as final.

4. Locations may be responsible for organizing the teams.

5. The location shall make available the table at the designated time and shall retain the right to remove players (whether from his/her own team or the opponents) from his/her establishment.

6. Any player may be added to a team roster at any time if properly approved.  If any player has played for a team in the current season, he/she must have a written release from the Captain and approval of the League Administrator prior to joining any other team in the same league.  If any team is dissolved during the season, it’s players may join other teams in the League, unless the dissolution of the team is due to unsportsmanship or other unacceptable conduct.

7. No player can be added to a team after the end of December except by approval of the League Administrator prior to a scheduled match.

8. All players must be of legal drinking age to play in the licensed establishment where the match is to be played and are at least 18 years of age.

CAPTAINS DUTIES

1. The captain shall instruct his/her players as to all League rules and requirements.

2. The captain shall collect all player’s fees and submit them within the required time period to the designated drop location.

3. A drop off point for weekly fees may be established.  If the fees are not dropped off in the specified time, the team may be penalized in accordance with League regulations.  The drop off point(s) and day and time must be relayed to all team captains at the beginning of the season.

SCHEDULING AND OR RESCHEDULING

1. Schedules will be posted ON OUR WEBSITE

2. In an emergency, opposing captains may also delay or reschedule their games by mutual consent.

3. When matches are not played, whatever the reason, all fees including those due the location owner and those due the league must be paid by both teams to receive any further points.

4. Under extenuating circumstances, the league may schedule makeup games.  The matches may be made up the next week or added on at the end of the season.

5. The League may select an alternate site to play postponed matches.

TIED MATCHES

1. In the case of a tie in points during a league round, the team winning the most games can decide the round, If that is tied, each team shall receive( ½) point each.

2. During international competition, if both teams are tied at the end of their match, the teams will play the last round over, as it stands on the score sheet until a winner is decided.

SANCTION FEES

Annual sanction fees, as specified by the International Association, they will be collected from each team member (plus subs) by the team captain at the start of the League season and forwarded to the league office prior to the deadline for sanctioning.  Entry fees as specified by the International Association and will be collected from each sanctioned team qualifying for the International Championship.  

SML SANCTIONS

Every player in our league must be sanctioned. (exception is the “fun” & divisions)  Your sanction fees are $35 per player for the season.  Sanction fees are due on the first night of league play or the first night that a new player joins your team. (Please also see “ADDITIONS TO YOUR ROSTER”) Existing players who have not paid a sanction fee by November 1st and continue to play will have their points removed and the team points adjusted accordingly.  Your team Captain should make sure that these fees are paid and MARKED correctly on the score sheet and envelope.

INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP ELIGIBILITY

ALL PLAYERS

1. Must be deemed an active player by his/her Charterholder.

2. Must be able to show picture I.D. for positive identification.

3. Are subject to random I.D. checks.

REGULAR DIVISION

8 Ball Open Teams BCA(played with 5 player teams)

Players can come from anywhere in your league system. No 3 originals needed.  ALL players must have played at least 8 full league nights to be eligible

8-Ball Open Teams VNEA (to be played with 5 player teams).  An open regular team must be comprised of at least 2 original players from the league team.  The 3rd, 4th and 5th players may come from any team within the Charterholders League System.  Four members of the team must have played a minimum of 12 league nights, and the fifth player must have played minimum of 8 league nights.  (A regular division open team may not have any intermediate or master players)

8-Ball Women’s Teams VNEA (played with 4 player teams). Comprised of at least 2 original female players from their league team.  The 3rd & 4th female player may come from any team within the Charterholders League System.  Three PLAYERS must have played a minimum of 12 league nights and the fourth player 8 league nights. (A regular division women’s team may not have any intermediate or master players)

8-Ball Women’s Teams BCA (played with 5 player teams). Players can come from anywhere in your league system. No 3 originals needed.  ALL players must have played at least 8 full league nights to be eligible

INTERMEDIATE DIVISION(VNEA VEGAS ONLY)

8-Ball Open Teams (to be played with 5 player teams).  An open intermediate team must be comprised of at least 2 original players from the league team.  The 3rd, 4th and  5th players may come from any team within the Charterholders League System.  Four members of the team must have played a minimum of 12 league nights, and the fifth player must have played a minimum of 8 league nights.  (An intermediate division open team may have one (1) master player)

8-Ball Womens Teams (to be played with 4 player teams).  A womens intermediate team must be comprised of at least 2 original players from their league team.  The 3rd &  4th female player may come from any team within the Charterholders League System.  Three members of the team must have played a minimum of 12 league nights and the fourth player must have played a minimum of 8 league nights.  (An intermediate division womens team may have one (1) master player)

Team notes( VNEA ONLY): Players may be listed on more than one team roster, for precautionary purposes.   However, the first team that any player shoots for, in any division, is the only team that player is allowed to play for.  If a Regular team consists of only 2 original league team players, BOTH of these original players must PLAY in EVERY round the team competes in during the tournament.

Team notes(BCA ONLY): Players may NOT be listed on more than ONE team roster for any BCA event.

8-Ball Singles VNEA:  All players must have completed the 12 night requirement and are subject to Tournament Committee approval as Regular Division players.

8-Ball Singles BCA:  All players must have completed the 8 night requirement and are subject to Tournament Committee approval as Regular Division players.

Scotch Doubles:  One male and one female per team.  Each partner must be an active league player with a minimum of 6 league nights played.  Neither partner shall be a Master player.  Both players must be sanctioned.

MASTERS DIVISION

8-Ball  Teams VNEA: (to be played with 5 player teams).  An open masters team may be comprised of any 5 players from within their Charterholders League System so long as they all meet the 12 night requirements.

8-Ball  Teams BCA:: (to be played with 5 player teams).  An open masters team may be comprised of any 5 players from within their Charterholders League System so long as they all meet the 8 night requirements.

8-Ball Womens Teams VNEA:(to be played with 4 player teams).  A womens masters team may be comprised of any 4 female players from within their Charterholders League System so long as they all meet the 12 night requirement.

8-Ball Womens Teams BCA:(to be played with 4 player teams).  A womens masters team may be comprised of any 4  female players from within their Charterholders League System so long as they all meet the 12 night requirement.

· Listed MASTER or INTERMEDIATE Senior players are INELIGIBLE for the Seniors events 

· Participants in the Seniors 8-ball event cannot play in any other 8-Ball singles, and participants entered in the Seniors 9-ball event cannot play in any other 9-ball singles.

8-Ball Singles:  All players must have completed the 12 league night requirements.  Participants need not be recognized Master players to participate in this event.

Scotch Doubles BCA:  One male and one female per team.  Each partner must be an active league player with at least  8 league nights played.  One or both partners may be a master player.  Both players must be sanctioned players from any active charterholder(s).  For International competition, coaching will not be allowed.

Scotch Doubles VNEA:  One male and one female per team.  Each partner must be an active league player with at least  6 league nights played.  One or both partners may be a master player.  Both players must be sanctioned players from any active charterholder(s).  
SUBSTITUTION RULE FOR TEAM COMPETITION:

A team may substitute a player during a match if the following criteria are met:

1. Opposing team captain must be notified before the start of the round in which the substitution being made.

2. A substitute player is not allowed to play any opposing player more than once.

3. Once a player has played, he/she must keep that same position unless removed for a round and reinstated in a later round.

PROFESSIONAL PLAYER RULE

Any player listed in any of the criteria below is not eligible to play in any VNEA Singles, Scotch Doubles, Speed Pool or Artistic Pool competition at the International Championships.  Furthermore, any player so deemed to be a professional by the VNEA may compete in the team event in the masters division only, providing that player is the only professional on that team.  

PROFESSIONAL PLAYER CRITERIA:

· Top 32 women players of the WPA

· Top 32 women players of the WPBA and any player classified as a “Touring Pro” or an “Active Pro” by the WPBA

· Top 128 men players of the World Pool-Billiard Association

· Top 32 players of the United Pool Players Association

AMMENDMENTS FOR OFFICIAL 8 BALL RULES OF PLAY

· During league play, making the 8-ball on the break is NOT an automatic win for the breaking player.  The breaker may ask for a re-rack or have the 8-ball spotted and continue shooting.   Should the breaker pocket the 8-ball and scratch the cue ball, it is NOT a loss:  the incoming player now has the option of spotting the 8-ball or re-racking and assuming the break.

· Due to the amount of calls received during the year for the “PUSH SHOT”, the SML league has decided to remove the push shot foul rule (VNEA only) for regular season play.  The reason that this has been done is because you need a referee to call the push, the rule will be re-instated for the playoffs or events where referees are available.    This means you can push through the object ball IF the balls are frozen.  If the balls are NOT frozen, the shot may become a double hit and that rule remains in place for regular season.

Please remember that in the event of a dispute about a shot when you call the league line (where available) for a ruling….,we are not there to see the shot and therefore we can only make a ruling on the interpretation of the rule in question.  In most cases, disputed shots will be called in favor of the shooter as per guidelines in the official 8 ball rules of play.

NOTE:  
A “pocket disk” is NOT required to mark the intended pocket for the 8-ball in BCA .

